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Welcome

Welcome to our Autumn 2016 newsletter. It
may be chilly outside and some time before the
Spring but | am warmed by the wonderful
support we get from our Members.

Last month a group headed by Mike Anslow
aftended the Field of Remembrance in
Westminster. We have a small, but loyal band
who regularly attend. Likewise, a steadfast
band, organized by Phil Soady, took part in the
Cenotaph Service and Parade. All round the
country Members are remembering the fallen
at Cassino and laying wreaths at their local
memorials. My thanks to everyone for their
loyal support. Thanks too, to all who support
us by attending events we organize and by
donation and fund raising.

There is another group without whom this
Society would not function. We are a small
and hardworking group whose efforts keep the
aims of the Society to the forefront. We share
responsibility for everything from organizing
the Memorial Service at the Arboretum,
interesting and informative visits to Italy,
organizing National Remembrance Services,
the Monte Cassino Society Website, helping
family members trace loved ones and on the
rare occasion, putting old comrades in touch
with one another.

This group of six people | wish particularly
to thank and, in true popular TV competi-
tion parlance— in no particular order. My
heartfelt thanks to Doreen, John, Mike,
Paul, Phil and Stan who have been an
amazing support over many years. They
are generous with their time, resources
and expertise and the Monte Cassino
Society would be the poorer without them.

Finally, may | wish you a very happy
Christmas and a happy and healthy 2017.

Daughter of the late Gerald Soady,

91st LAA Royal Artillery, 4th British Infantry Division

News

Monte Cassino Memorial in
the National Memorial Arbore-
tum

It is a sad fact that the Battles for
Cassino, indeed the entire Italian
Campaign has never got the
recognition it deserves. Our
memorial ‘dedicated to those
who fought for the capture of
Monte Cassino during the
Italian Campaign’ honours all

those Involved but there is little
explanation of the significance of the
cairn representing the mountain and
the cross, the abbey. Additionally,
and again a sad fact, the general
public have little or no idea of the
battles, the horrific conditions or
casualties.

We have decided to erect informa-
tion boards (or board, dependent on
the Arboretum authorities)
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News (continued)

Monte Cassino Memorial (cont)

It had been my intention to raise the matter in my welcome letter and ask for donations. That is no longer
necessary as Garth Wright (our 97 year old esteemed bugler) has raised sufficient funds to cover the cost.

We will now start planning, getting the necessary permission from the Arboretum and working on design and
wording. The wording will be particularly crucial and if anyone wishes to have an input, do please contact any of
the Committee members (contact details on back page).

Memorial Service at the National Memorial Arboretum—May 2017

We will be holding our annual Memorial Service at the Arboretum in Alrewas, Staffordshire on
Saturday 20th May in the afternoon. After a short service at the memorial we will, as usual, meet
for tea and a chat. It is a wonderful opportunity to meet with friends old and new. We will also
have a very short AGM.

Please make a note in your diary

SATURDAY 20TH MAY 2017

Funding for Veterans to return to Cassino

| have been successful in getting funding for veterans who wish to travel to Italy next May.
It is specifically for this trip and not available for any other tour. Each veteran, with a
carer, is entitled to £1,450 for two people. We keep our costs down to a minimum but the
insurance bumps it up considerably. | do hope some of our veterans will be able to take
advantage of this funding. We will make one application on behalf of all.

Visit to Cassino 2017

In our last newsletter we mentioned that if there was sufficient support we would again run our
popular visit to Italy. From replies received we can now confirm that we will be taking a party to
Cassino in May 2017.

As most will be aware, our trips to Italy are self funded. We use an ABTA travel agent to book
flights and to secure the cost of flights which make up the majority of the cost,. The fluctuating
and considerable drop in the pound against the eruo has meant that the cost for the next trip is
higher than previous years. Unfortunately this is not only reflected in the exchange rate but
also in the fact that many companies are taking advantage of the situation and increasing their
rates for next year. We are forecasting to the best of our ability and, of course, should the
financial situation improve, there will be a refund to reflect the actual cost.

DATES: Wed 24th to Tues 30th May 2017
(This goes over the Spring Bank Holiday)

ACCOMMODATION: Half board at the Edra Palace Hotel, Cassino. The Edra Palace is set in a
large Mediterranean garden with pool. It has a free fithess centre and offers free wifi. All rooms
have air conditioning, TV, fridge (and was highly recommended by one of our veterans who
visited with us last year).

FLIGHTS : Wednesday 24th May, British Airways from London Heathrow to Rome departing
12.45 and arriving 16.15 returning Tuesday 30th May, British Airways from Rome to London
Heathrow departing 11.45 and arriving 13.35
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Order not yet confirmed but will include -

Service at Cassino War Cemetery followed by lunch (included) at Settimo Cielo (half way up Monte

Cassino)

Visit Monte Cassino Abbey/Point 593

Tour of the Liri Valley and river crossing followed by a visit to Rocca Janula, Castle Hill

Visit Mignano cemetery (Italian Cemetery)

St Pietro Infine (ruined village left exactly as it was when the fighting ceased). Opportunity for lunch.

Mountain village of Picinisco as guests of the townspeople who provide a buffet lunch. We have a dual
memorial service to remember our servicemen and people from the village who were lost at sea on

route to Canada aboard the Andora Star

Visit Sangro River War Cemetery

COST: Double/twin room £730 per person : : Single room £830

MR WALTER PRITCHARD, 100 YEARS !!

Walter, who served in the Royal Corps of Signals, celebrated his 100th birthday on14th September.
We sent a birthday card from All Monte Cassino Society Members and posted notice of the event on our

webpage.

Dear Judith

| have such fond memories of my time in Italy when |
accompanied my father to Monte Cassino. What a
wonderful group of people. |feel blessed to have met
you all.

Although my father is now registered blind he still looks
forward to the magazine even though he can no longer
read it. It goes on my “pile” in his desk for me to read
when | visit him. He often proudly wears his Monte
Cassino tie.

| just wanted to inform you he will be 100 years old on
September 14th, 2016. Still doing great and still living
alone in his own home.

| visit him much more frequently now and stay with him
for a month but of course, it's never enough!

With love, Susan Kane (nee Pritchard)

New Members

Mr Denis Curry, Royal Engineers (Veteran)

Miss Karen Czernik, daughter of Martin Czernik,

2 Carpathian Field Ambulance

Mr Jim Goldsmith, son of William Goldsmith (aka Jack) ,

Royal Artillery, 31st Field Regiment and nephew of John
Heptonstall

Mr Antony Pittaccio, 23rd New Zealand Infantry Battalion
(Veteran)

Subscriptions

A reminder that subscriptions for 2017 are now
due. Cheques made payable to Monte Cassino
Society and sent to Judith Coote or if preferred can
be sent direct to our bank. Please contact either
Stan Pearson or Judith Coote for bank details.

Thank you.
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BEST AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHER AWARD FOR OUR TREASURER

Many congratulations to Stan Pearson! Stan has been our Treasurer since our humble beginnings twelve
years ago.

THE Lake District has come out on top
again in our annual hunt for Lancashire’s
best amateur photographer. In the

last two years shots of the Lakes have
taken our top prize and this year the
judges have selected a top three entirely
made up of Lake District scenes.

This beautiful wintry picture of Skiddaw,
taken by Stan Pearson of Preston has won
the top prize, with shots of Derwent Water
and Ullswater in second and third places.

Stan, a75-year-old former service manager#s
for British Aerospace, has won a Fuji Film
X100T camera worth £796 provided by
competition sponsors Wilkinson Cameras.

His picture was chosen from the hundreds
uploaded to the Lancashire Life website since
the competition was launched in the spring.

Stan, who is originally from Chorley, S (g Lo =
said: ‘1 am absolutely thrilled. My children ’ \ -
bought me a compact camera for my
70th birthday and I have enjoyed taking
pictures. I joined Garstang Camera Club
and have been reasonably successful in

competitions there, but this is marvellous. and the reflection in the river was lovely.

His winning picture is now on the wall I normally use a tripod but I didn’t on this
of Stan and Margaret’s living room at home occasion, but it worked well all the same”
in Woodplumpton and he added: ‘My wife, The second prize of a Wilkinson Cameras
Margaret, and I holiday in two places — voucher worth £150, went to Jon Clare from
Llandudno and Keswick — and this shot was Southport for his shot of dawn over Derwent
taken in the Lakes in March this year. I was Water. Culcheth-based Tommy Beattie’s
up early one morning and walking near the picture of Ullswater won him the £100
river Derwent, it was all so still and peaceful Wilkinson Cameras voucher third prize. ¢

Remembrance 2016

As usual, the Remembrance weekend starts with the Opening of the Field of
Remembrance, this year with the Duke of Edinburgh and HRH Prince Harry
in attendance. Representing the Society were Mike and Lyn Anslow, Tony Cullin,
and as they do every year, Jim Knox, Diane Preston, Maureen Stringer and Susan
Deadman.

The Cenotaph Service and March past.
This year due to increased security, the Royal
British Legion required details of all those
intending to march. As these were required in
August, it is not surprising that several who
anticipated being there, three months later
were unable to do so. So, while we were
fewer than anticipated, we are grateful to
those hardy souls who spent such a long time
standing in Horse Guards Parade
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nd the Country
- 'l'{*"q‘ ‘ Every year on the day nearest to the 11th, Veryan C of E

& Primary School in Cornwall hold a Service by the War

Memorial outside the church. This year it was John &

Barbara Leach’s grandson Dominic who read out the

name of his Great Grandad killed at Cassino and also his

Great Great Great Uncle who was killed on a torpedo boat

off Berry Head in Devon in 1914

At other Memorials Services arou

L
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Theo Davies in Swansea Helen Prescott and Family,
Douglas, Isle of Man

Dave Mann was part of the group of 150 members
of the Meridian Chapter who joined with the British
Legion and community groups to take part in the
annual Remembrance Parade in Chisslehurst. As
in previous years wreaths were laid on behalf of the
Meridian Chapter and the Monte Cassino Society

SOMME 100

19,240 men died on July 1, 1916, the first day of the Battle of the Somme. The fighting continued for 141 days, ending on November
18, 1916. The Allies had advanced just a few miles. Casuaalties on the British, French and German sides amounted to more than a
million soldiers deard or wounded.

The Somme, Ghosts inhabit the air,
Etched in blood, veiled by grief, Shadows everywhere.

Bathed in the mists of time, Look, there, behind you, beside you, The river, swathed in sacrifice,
The river, the land, the memories, Reaching through the years Flowing sadly to the sea,
Countryside, battlefield, graveyard. Calling softly on the wind Tears and sorrow,

Crosses of war, sombre, stark, Whispering in the fields. For Eternity.
Losses unimaginable. Lost lives, lost hopes, lost dreams.

Patricia Rigg
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Letters

From Dr Stephen Ankier
Does anyone remember Jonas Ankier?

Jonas ANKIER was born in Warsaw during 1906. His brother's name was Daniel and their
father's name was Josef (son of Josek). Jonas left Poland in 1929 and fought as a bombardier
at Monte Casino with 1st Light Artillery Regiment, 3rd Carpathian Infantry Regiment, Il Polish
Corps - army number 1906/1/11l. Jonas was awarded the Medal Wojska/Army Medal for ser-
vice in the Italian campaign {ref: Personal Order number 165, Il Corps, 16t April 1946}. Jonas
survived the war and we were then in correspondence for a short while.

From Angela Marriage

| wonder if anyone has any information about my uncle J.W. Gray who was taken as a
POW at Monte Cassino.

Uncle Jimmy was a private, army no. 5436008 in the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry.
POW no. 5770, Camp Oflag No. V11-B in Eichstatt, Bavaria. Record Office: Infantry
Record Office, Exeter, Record Office No. 22

| know nothing about his war in Italy/Bavaria. He was a very quiet man and refused to
speak about the war.

(Anyone able to help, please contact Judith (details on page 16)
From Fjolla Iberhysaj

I'm writing for help with a TV documentary we are making on policing in Palestine from 1945 to
1948. We're interested in exploring the untold stories of ex-Palestine police officers and army per-
sonnel who served during this period. The central question the programme will address is this: how
do you effectively fight terrorism while upholding the rule of law and the values of a liberal democ-
racy like Britan? As you can imagine, the question is of great interest today.

As a starting point, | was hoping to meet or speak to you about the challenges you faced in Palestine
and to gain a wider first-hand perspective of what it was like to serve in such an environment.

The programme is being made by Townton Productions, a recently formed company whose brief is to
make historical documentaries. Charlie Smith, the director of this programme, was part of the team
that made the award-winning series The Fifty Years War: Israel and the Arabs and The Iraq War:
Regime Change, both broadcast on BBC2. These programmes included interviews with President
George Bush (Senior), King Hussein, Shimon Peres, Colin Powell, Yitzhak Shamir, Tony Blair,
President Jaiai Talabani of Irag and many others.

If you'd like the opportunity to get involved and share your experiences of your time in Palestine,
please feel free to contact me on 07512006467, via e.mail at Fjollai@outlook.com or alternatively
you can write to me here: 19 Goodstone Court, 205 Headstone Drive,Harrow, London HA1 4FL. |
should add that this doesn’t involve any commitment from you to appear on camera; in the first
instance, I'd like an off-the-record, informal chat, please.

I look very much forward to hearing from you. Many thanks,

Fjolla Iberhysaj (Researcher, Towton Productions)
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Books

Written by Irena Kossakowski and published by Whittles Publishing this follows the story
of a young Warsaw University student whose peaceful life was changed dramatically on
September 1, 1939. This extract is from MONTE CASSINO, MAY 1944 i A HOMELAND DENIED
;

On the night of 11 May, British and Polish fighter bomber squadrons continuously dumped
explosives onto their targets below; 1,400 tons of bombs were dropped on the town of
Cassino. Thousands of guns blasted the darkness like thunder, shaking the earth and light-
ing up the sky like a terrible firework display. The Allied artillery bombarded the German
positions with over 2,000 shells in the first forty minutes, in preparation for the advance of
the Polish Infantry, and the Second Polish Corps artillery barrage continued until 1 am on
12 May.

i
i
5
i
|
i
I

The Polish infantry advanced with the field guns, facing a hail of machine-gun fire that scythed them down
like cornstalks. Shells screamed overhead, the ground trembled and the air quivered, such was the power of the
onslaught. The infantry could not always keep up with the artillery, confused by the rocky terrain and poor visibility
from gunfire and smoke; tripwires set off smoke canisters, blinding, choking, and automatic machinegun fire. The
men crawled forward, lying flat, searching for cover—but the boulders had been blown to pieces by their own artil-
lery and there was little protection for them. Desperately fighting for every foot of ground, often in hand-to-hand
combat, there were heavy losses as the Poles were pushed back by the Germans from their bunkers at the base of
the monastery. It was a massacre and the Allies gained no ground.

Radio and telephone communications were intermittent at best, as the shelling had damaged radio sta-
tions and telephone lines were cut almost as soon as they were laid. So communication depended on couriers.

From his vantage point on the craggy hillside, Vadek could see the horror unfolding in front of him as he
continuously fired and loaded the heavy guns, blasting the enemy below. It took mathematics and pinpoint preci-
sion to hit the targets, and he was always conscious of Andrzei at the front line, perhaps in his line of fire—tanks
were pushing forward, firing their cannon into the bunkers, trying to break through the German line.

The German artillery were directing their fire at the Polish artillery, just as the Polish units were directing
theirs at the Germans. It was a perilous situation to be in. Shells rained down on the gunners; flying debris ex-
ploded mines, showering the men with shrapnel. The noise was deafening. Vadek was covered in debris; his hel-
met and face grimy, and coated with dust and myriad fragments of rock. The air, thick and heavy with smoke from
the non-stop shelling, made his eyes feel like sand paper, and he coughed harshly, choking on the hot, acrid dust.

A shell exploded nearby. Rocks, earth and shrapnel flew into the air, showering men and guns, cutting skin,
severing arteries, overturning guns. Vadek was blown off his feet. Reeling, dizzy and a little disorientated, he
shook his head fiercely, trying to regain his senses as he picked himself up, with no thought other than to keep
firing. Frightened? There was no time to be frightened; no time to think. Perhaps if he stopped, but he did not
stop. ..........

Copies available from all good bookshops and the usual online retailers.
Also available from the publishers, Whittles Publishing—tel 015693 731 33 or their website www.whittlespublishing.com

WINTER'S WAR Written by Geoffrey Winter, 1st Battalion The York and Lancashire
SICILY TO THE BALTIC Regiment, he wrote WINTER’S WAR Sicily to the Baltic as -’ | have never
i yet found a book which describes a significant period of the campaign in
Sicily and Italy during the Second World War written from the perspective of
an infantry platoon commander”.

It charts his life from early days in his home town of Bradford through to the
GEOFFREY WINTER present day_

Copies can be obtained from Geoffrey Winter, 10 Knowle Croft, Sheffield, S11 9SR
tel 0114 236 5302—Price £6.50 to include post and packing.

(Geoffrey was one of the first members of the Monte Cassino Society when it was founded in 2004)
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EXTRACT FROM THE NOVEMBER ISSUE OF THEHISTORY OF WAR MAGAZINE
featuring an extensive interview with Theo Davies, 6th Battalion The Queens Own Royal West Kents

In 1944, Allied soldiers from across the world assembled to take partin a
brytal battle to open the road to Rome and push the Germans out of ltaly
- / — among them was Private Theo Davies
; ', / , WORES TN GARNER

» r
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”}_‘» entral italy, 1944, and In the cead
. of night 2 Walsh infantryman

called Theo Davies and his British

comrages haad for a location that

15 ominously called ‘Hangman's
HIN". it is part of an attempt to rescue a dazen
trapped soidlers, but out of nowhere expiosions
roar all around the Tommies. They have
accidentally walked into a minefield and Davies
Is wounded across the face by fiying debris.
The order Is given to retreat and the British
husry back to their own position at Castie HIIL
This gesperate situation Is but one of many
Incidents fought In and around promontories
south of Rome, but aiways looming above Is
3 strikdng mound of rock that is crowned by 2
once beautiful monastery: Momte Cassino.

The batties In this area were some of the
most Intense and bicody of World War .
Batween January and May 1944, Alled amies
of many nationalities desperately fought to

disiodge the German forces that were based In
and around the monastery. If Monte Cassino
could be taken, the road to Rome would be
open and the push north could continue.
Private Theo Davies was Just one of 240,000
Amad soldiers who fought at Monte Cassino
and saw signinicant action. Now, at 92 years
old, he recalis his violent expenences fighting
at the heart of the struggle to defeat the Axis

In itaky.

A bad start

The italian Campalgn of 1943-45 Is mired

In gabate and commvetsy, from Alfled
dissgreements about strategy and objectives
to its usefuinass 10 the war as 3 whole. What

15 undisputed though, are the grim fighting
conditions that the Alled soidiers had to
endure once thay landed, first in Sicily and then
on the Itaflan mainiand Itself. Although Winston
Churchill described Italy as the “soft underbelly

-
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of Europe” It would be prove to be the complete
opposite, particularly at Monte Cassino.

For Theo Davies, his own road to Monte
Cassino was short. Aged only 18, he found
himself conscripted into the British Army, “I
was called up In earty 1943 and did my initial
training at Brecon. | was sent to Shrewsbury
for my infantry training where they put me in
the Shropshire Light infantry. | did aovanced
training In Norfolk and the next thing | knew |
was going abroad. At the start of September,
we went on 3 corvoy into the Mediterranean.
About halfway across, six Weish boys, including
myself, were picked out and told that we were
no longer In the Shropshires but were now in
the Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
We had been transfemred as reinforcements.
The whole idea was that you had to be piaced
In regiments, but then you were sent to
wherever you were neeged. In Some Cases you
stayed, but it wasn't to be for us.”

“ALLIED ARMIES OF MANY NATIONALITIES
DESPERATELY FOUGHT T0 DISLODGE THE
' GERMAN FORCES THAT WERE BASED IN

AND AROUND THE MONASTERY"

92, was only 19 years okd
whon ho fosght ot Monto

Cassino and was wounded
throe timas during the

hailen Campaign



WWII'S MOUNTAIN APOCALYPSE

In the final months of 1043, the Allles had
managed o fand sieecesshully 3t Zalemo and
ware pushing thelr wey northwerds towands
Rome. General Hamid Alexanders 158 Ammy
Group and the LIS FIfth Anmry were attacking
up the west side of tha peninsuls, whils the
Exitish Elghth Ammy attacked In parallel song
the Adriatic coast. The advance was terribie
o both skdas of the paninsula. The Geman
commander In faty, Fleld Marshal Albert
Kessering, was greatly sloed by geography
and deckded to make the Allies fight a1 the
way. The avanca was hindared by an endiess
succassion of deep, Est-Nowing rivers, muddy
wvalleys and high, rugged hills that ran east and
wast of the Apennins Mountains. This was
Ideal defensive terraln for the Genmans and
conditions worsenad with the onset of wintar.

Davies's regiment was part of Elghth Army
and he rEemembars the winter of 104344,
“wie landed In the Southerm part of Raiy and
wart 15p the east cosst on the Anatic side. We
Weare 85 far 35 the RWer Sangm by December
1943, but things wens petting worss from
Saptembar. We Rad 5 Keie smount of remn;
penpie don‘t balleve how much misd thers
was. Tha conmtions were hormible.” Among the
quagmire, D@vies was woundad for the first
fime, *| was woundad with a koad of metal in
Ty 50, It wesn't 8 pood start.” Once he had
recovered, Devies spent Januany February 1044
In Enowy CONGEMons In tha mountsing Shove the
Ftver Sangro but then Tel I, =1 went cown with
matanis. The meics rechoned It wes because
w2 wene sleaping In bams that had beeties in
the hay. Luckily, | didn't have it sesously and
recoversd pretty quickhy.®

Despite belng wourded and contracting
mataria, Davies s4ill had to Bght and he took 3
pragmatic approach ko comiat, “You |ust had
to et on with it. That's your duty, you've gat
to do It and you became accustomed 1o It It's
“work” effectively.” Davies naeded to hang on
to this resiiance as his biggest battle was sl
to come, “In March, they started to prepare us
and towards the end of the month they took us
In & big comvoy one naght. We oidn't know whess
wee were going. nobody todd us cur destination.
We ended up &t Cassing.”

The murderous monastery

By March 1044, the talian CEmpalgn was not
going well Tor the: Allles. The AN COMManners
strugpied t0 CO-OMINSEE thalr ToFCes dunng
the batties In tha push norh and thelr ground
and alr forces. often could not work togethser
effectivaly. To compound thalr misary, the
formidable Gustav Line blocked thair road

o Rome. The line was 3 German oefenshe
position construcied in kate 1943 acoss sy
from Goeta In the west, through Cassin,
acnes the Apennine Mountsins and onto tha
Zangro estuary on the eastem cosst. it would
take Tour Allled offensives to break thiough
these positions, many of which were fortitiad
hillftops, towns end villages, The optimal Allled

The Monte Cassino Society

routs i Aome was throuph the L Velley but
Gustay sofances blocked this moute aound
the small town of Cassing, which was kcated
near the confuences of the RVErs Carl (Known
as 'Rapiso’) and Lirl The ine was particutarty
strong on the Monte Cassing hedghts, which
was topped by Iis famous monastery. Founded
by the Benedictine Oroer, the Medicval
m:lrmteryrmm tallan nationad monument
and famous for s srchitacturs, library and
imepiaceable manuscripts.

Meverthedass, such historical treasures were
of itte Importance to the Allied commanders
nm:erefanlngatrl‘rﬂmmn res|stence.
Bedore March 1944, there had siready bean
two batties at Monte Cassing, the first, which
occumed between 17 January and 11 February,
saw British, Amerizan and French troops make
a serias of attacks on the Gustay Line defences
amund the town of Cassin, but these only
made Imited gains.

The secand batths, betwaen 15-18 Fabruary,
saw Indian and New Fagian troops from EIgth
Ay assist belesguensd Allied forees that had
tandad to the narth gt Anzio. it was during this
hattia that Genarsl Alexsnder contrmoversially
oroared the monasteny to be bombed; he
wronghy thought the Gemans wers using it
as 50 obsenation post. Astonishingly, It was
8 whods day before the Inftil air strike was
foliowed by pround sttacks Bnd high casualties
wers Incumed. The Genman dafendars bullt
aven fortfications In the rubbie laft by
the bombing and thess new dafences proved
toe much for the Allles to break.

In the front line
Danvies was driven Torward to Monte Cassing
duning the third battle, which took place In
March, but ended up staying in the battie
one for six weeks. | was an Immediate
bapti=m of fire for the young Wesshman and
from unexpected quarters, “We were [nraily
hald In resarve. They pulled everybody back
because they started the bombing the place,
bt they bombed us 35 well. Dur unit wasn't
hit particularly hard but 2 ot of other units had
bomibs dropped on them. Amearican planes
mastiy did this, but thers wene British planes In
there oo™

Ater bedng ghvan marching onders Davass
reghmient bagan to head towsrts the battis anmea,
“We had to walk acroas 3 big valley that was a
Tevw miles away to et to CEssino. We manched
Up &nd you'we got b go in the dark becausa
the Gemans kad 2l the co-orinates and hey
couid shall and bomin you.™ Dvias's ohjective
w35 3 smalier promaontory Delow Monte Cassing
called Castle HIl, which was named afier the
remains of 3 Medleyal fort that was Iocated on
iop. It had recently bean taken by the Essex
Regiment whan Davies armived, “We redieved
the Escexs. We had 1o climb up this hill and
take &= much ammauniticn 35 we coukd. We had
porters to carmy it up for us b get up thens, it
0ok about two Rowrs o pet up this mcky hill and

“A WHITE LINE WAS PUT DOWN ALL THE WAY TO SHOW US THE
PATH WHERE THERE WEREN'T ANY MINES. IF YOU STEPPED OFF
AWAY FROM THAT LINE, YOU RISKED BEING BLOWN UP”
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Of COUSS, e were under the observation of he
Ganmans, 50'we had D k2ep In the dark and in
the shadows. A white ine was put down all the
way to Ehow us the path where thene weren't amy
mines. If you stepped off away Trom hat ine,
you risked being béown up.”

The Royal West Kents were now In the fromt
line and thedr next task woald be & rnescus
migsion, “During the battle, the castie only kad
one bit of wall standing. Two walls wers oown
and one part was standing at the back. Once
WE WENE INSKIR, WE WEFE ENDWT DU Positions
but we weare told we were going in to attack
that might. We were going bacause &5 fa7 a5 we
knew, thens were 11 or 12 Ghurkha solflers. cut
Off Up 0N HENEMaN's Hill 3nd we Were going up
ko try and get them out.™

Dawvies and his comredes would have io
periorm his MiSsion under complets danmess,

*Wie wint down the rocks and got to 3 rosd.
W coulon't see anything; It was pitch bisck.
ance wa E;EQ on the mad, thers wera EK.PlDEll:II'.IE-
going off |eft. Aght and centre. We were In the
madile of 3 minefeid. The rasd was hesvily
mined so evertualy, the sttack was called off.
We coulan't EE'C all of our wounded out, 50 we
had to gat bsck up Into the castie, which was s
Mz up. We wera toid 10 Fetreat up ther.

Dayies himsalf bacame & I:EELEII".'&I of this
atiack, ©| wes wounded ITI'!|'5-E'|T. It wasn't
anything spacic bat | kad cuts evarywhare on
my Tace. What you've got to rememibar IS there
was 50 much nock st Cassing that it wasn't so
much the '5|'I"EIFI[‘E| WE Were FE{E'WWE fmom tha
shalls, It was what they were sanding up from
the stone rock. In the end, | didn't have 3 bt of
shrapnel In me, but | was cut to bits by pleces
af "

“WE WERE GOING IN T0 ATTACK BECAUSE AS FAR AS WE KNEW THERE
WERE 11 OR 12 GHURKHA SOLDIERS CUT OFF UP ON HANGMAN'S
HILL AND WE WERE GOING UPTO TRY AND GET THEM OUT™

CHURCHILLS BUTCHERS

DAVIES'S REGIMENT WAS PART OF THE BRITISH 7BTH INFANTHRY DIVISION,
A DISTINGUISHED FORCE THAT FOUGHT ALL THE WAY FROM NORTH AFRICA TO AUSTRIA

Davles rl}i.I,E‘rl‘l Ini the Quean’s Dam Flu'g.*al Wast
Went Regiment during WWIH s part of 7th
Dilvislon. He recalis of his Hme In the diviskon,
W e b0 be caled 'Chischill's Buihars:
That was name ‘Lord Haw-Haw™ used 1o ﬂ'IE s
because that was part of his propaganda (real
nams WEam JI]}E-F_ Lond Hanw-Haw was 3 Britlsh
tascist and Maz brosdeaster) He'd 53y things
ke, 'How & Chrrchl’s bistchers today?” and
things Ike that. The T8th Division had quite 3
Bood racond tn sy

The reason Dovies's diviskon had oome to the
attention of Nazl propagandlsts was becauss s
Infantry were highly efectve. TRth Division was
formed In Seotiznd on 35 May 1042 and within
fowr maniths. of is estab@shment, It ook part in
DperaBian Torch, Me Aad inmvasion of nort-west

infoatrgman of ihe TETh dietskos hur

grovades ot @ German strong pole! in
Hoby, MaeTh 1945

Atrica. The Eandings were highly successful ard
sat the pattem for similar tandings in Sicly. ialy
and utimately Normandy. TEIN'S part in Torc's
SLMTOSS Was maie p{l’ﬂi‘.’ Dacase many o Hs
constitsant wnits rained together and were brosght
undes 3 single command. The division spadalised in
amphiblous sEs=Es and therelore was. partcsty
well propared for the operaiie, alfough in the
&vent, the landings at Algiers wera unopposed
batween 5-0 Movember 1842

The division’s frst significant oppostion was
at Tebourba in Dacamber 1042, From then an,
Bt 53w hand ighting on the Algerian-Tunisian
Bormer In e wintes of 1043-43, bt the Tumistan
eampaign was succosstul. After landing in Sy
an 25-26 July 1943, the division fought in the
Istand campalgn and then kanded In Iy on 22
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A5 wedl &5 Nis own Injunes, Davies's Triend,
3 fellow Welshman who had besn transierred
o the West Kants called CRIT Lioyd, was also
wondied, “We got back Into the castie and
then of course we had to watch then Tar s
counterattack. The wounded were evacliaked
the next ITIEITIII'E Bnd we went down under the
Rap of the Red Cross and all the Nring stopped.
I ' was parted from my friend, CIT, who was sant
iz Maples because he was criticaily wounded ™
I & refection of hiny gesperate the batilie
Right: Tho cap batgo of T Juoon’s
Own Royar Wast Kent Rogiment wouks
later find fame & the platoon badge in
Dzl Arsmry

EEFITEI'HEIEI'. From this Fh:irl‘l. Davies became a
member of the division and It fougit with Elghth
Army throwgh Raly, Inciuding at Monte Cassing,
Thie VIS was Known 35 ‘CRurchill's Bitchers’
by some bacawsa of the desinsction they mfictad
on I:iE'I'H'IE.I'I‘IJ'Eq]’E..HtEr 8 bwled wittedrawal to
Egypt 10 re-Bquip Bnd rest, TR Diviskon fougnt
Ini tha Apenmines and then In tha final advance
through the Argenta Gap into northem izly and
Ausiia The division ended |ts war as part of the
I:'ZJ!I.HHMI'I forees in Austria and was dishanded
In Angust 1946

Davles's specific unit, the Queen's Own Aoyal
West Kant Regiment dif not 5&rve with T8t
Dévision for &l of the tatter's axistence. Initialy
fommead In 1881, ;e r‘EE.rﬂEﬂt'l'iiS the resigt of
British Amy reforms that gave Kent two county
reglm-!-nls one of wilch was me Queens Dwn.
When war broke o, the 1st Battalon was
dapioyad stralght tn France In September 1939,
bt WS evacuated from Dunslh i ime 1940,

The Ind Battabon was sent b Malta and
gamisoned Me Istand Mroughout Me slags but
both battallons went on to sarve in Nogth Africa
In 1943, The 2nd Battalion was Caphmed on the
Greek Istand of Leros but the 15t spent 1944
RghBng up Italy. After the was, Se regiment saw
active sarvice during me Malzyan Emergency
between 19561-54, the Spez Crisis of 1958 and
against EOKA guermiias In Cyprus from 1967-
BE. In 1961 it was smalgamaied with the Buffs
(Royal E3st Kant REghment) o form the Quaems
Own Bulfs, Aoyal Kent Fegimant.

The regimental cap badge later becams
famous as the one used l]]' e Home Guard
piatoon in the BEC comedy sares Dad's Ay,
aithiough as Davies |okingly remarnks. s0ur cap
badge was he sams, Dl we were [he youngsar
version and betier commandad.”
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was, Davies's wounds ware ot consldered as

sarous &5 his friend's, *| was patched up and

was back once all the cuts had healed up after
about ten days.

The Royal West Kents had not maved In
the ten days that Davies had been away, and
were still on Castie HIll, “The day after | had
left with the wounded, therne was 3 Genmman
counterattack, but &l our boys were watting In
a square fior them and they wene repulsad. Thay
never countersttacked us sgain all the time we
were thare, which was about st weeks. We'd
be there off-and-on for about four to eight days
depending on the conditions and how good the
rediaving trOOpS Were. We were there untll about
the end of ApriL”

Life for Davies now consisted of rotating
between shifts on the hill and condiions were
difficult, “it was 50 bad on Castie Hill that you
couldn't move In deylight. You were looking at
that monastery all the time but you couldn't see
any movement in it and our sight was obscunad
by & back wall. Qur officers did the obsanving
and they were the only ones who could see
what was happening on the hill” For protection,
the British would construct temporary
fortifications called “sangars” out of stones but
thealr use St Monte Cassino borered on trench
warfara, “Sangars Is the name we gave to our
siit trenches, but we couldn't really dig them
because it was all rock. We would bulld up 2
kand of shelter Instead and we'd put up any oid
props that we could on the top that would ghe
us protection.”

Although he was trained as an Infantryman,
Davies did not have much opportunity to get
to grips In close-quarter ighting, “0On & day-
to-day basis, you had to be there to ohsarve
all the time and Jermry would be mortanng you
constantly. You had to make sure that If he
CAMmEe, you were ready to repulsa him. We didnt
do s0 much actusl ghting because there was
nothing to shoot at, but the mortars were going
all the time.”

The German bombandment was 50 Intense
that reliaf from the mortanng was measuned
In minutes, =it was always a rellef to see the
spotter plane on a fine day coming up to locate
German artillery posftions because It stopped
all the anamy mortars and guns fring on us.

i they kept fifng, the artillery officer and the
spotter plane would see them, so It was a reflef
to see the alncraft coming up as It gave us &
quiet period of about 20 minutes. it was 3 Itte
old biplane that used to fiy high overhead, but it
was 3 pood rellet.”

Davies managed to escape the German
mortars and even survhved an encoumnmtar with

The Monte Cassino Society

shrapnel that was not just dangemus, but Siso
potentislly embarassing, “THEMR Were two
pther Tellows In the sangans and myself. in tha
daytime, you would rotate duty, one-on and
cme-off, 2nd | was mm& of these men o
come out and relieve me. | was bending down
i0 20 Into this sangar and there was 3 massive
explosion behind me &nd Tait @ temiae bang In
my backsie. | ket out 3 yedp and thought I'd
been hit. | had actually been struck by 3 big bit
of shrapnel, but thankfully It hadm't cut me st
ail. It didn't even go through my trousers. | think
this happened mainly because | had been bent
down to get into the siit trench.”

Friends and enemies
Although Monte Cassino has sinca become
known Tor the muttinaticnal makeup of tha Allled
amies, Davies stresses that day-to-day he
WA ST € SiwEys In contact with ofher Intermational
Lmits, Yol must remember that there wers
rundreds of thousands of troops thens, across
i those divisions. | was o the TETh ‘Battieaws’
Division and each dhvision was made up of shout
10,000 mean, soyou can imagine the lamgs
mumb=ar= af the other dvishions oo™
Honetheless, Davies oid appreciate the
fghting ab@itkes. of other Allled uniis, T not
ahways helr individust methods. “Fou ookl
admire tham a3 bacause you knew very well
what they were doing . | very much admired the

Indian dvisions, while the French colonial troops
were more trbal and used 10 kave horses with
them and aven thelr wives sometimes. The
Amencans were good ghters but the only thing
was that they were @ bit undisciplined. When It
came to being refleved, they'd leave 3 couple of
troops a5 puards and they'd ba pone In no time,
whereas we'd sty and follow our opposition until
Somesne glse came o teke over.”

Interestingly, despite the fact that faly had
been a fascist ally of the Gemans, Davies snd
ather British troops wena not coldy recetved by
the local population, “The Ealian people were
¥ETY good; In Tact they were very nice to us. |
found that it you treat paople right thay would oo
the same to you_ They were kind ”

&s for the Germans, Davies |s uneguivocal
about their abilty to Nght, “The Garmans
we ancountered st Monte Cessinh wena
all paratroopears. They were strong fighters
without 3 ooubt. Mot only that, but they were
seasoned fighters who had baen brought from
the Russian front. In a similar way to our units,
| exmeact Phenv'd Been elntomad ot well Becguse
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“THE TERRAIN OF ITALY MAKES ITAN EASY PLACE 10 DEFEND: EVERY

PLACE YOU GO IS A HILL. ITWAS A MARVELLOUS PLACE FOR THE

GERMANS AND WE FOUGHT THEM TOOTH AND NAIL ALL THE WAY UP T

they were losing men the same as us. They
kapt on ramming reinforcements.” Davies and
his comrades Tett the brumt of Kesseling's

strategy to fight the Allles all the way up
throwgh Italy, “It was easler for them because

they kept going back to prepared positions.
They knew wheat thay were dolng the moment
thay were withdrawn from Salemno, thay were
preparnng thedr positions all the way back
and still prepared them afier it. The Germmans
knew axactly whers we wenz going. They were
ruthless people and would force the tallans
imto preparing thedr positions fior them.”

The topography was aiso In the Gemans’
tawour, “The terain of faly makes it an easy
pizce to defend: every place you go Is 2 hill. it
WES5 3 marseious FH-EE'H]I"“‘EGETTHEI’EEITU
we Tought them tooth and nall all the way up .
They were sat there walting for us. it was very
difficult for us because we had to get them off
envary hill. We saw all thesa beautiful Wllages
In Aty on ﬂ'lEtﬂ-p-DThIlEtH.rtl:rlE_.'ﬂrEI:IH}IJE
me.maﬂ HEW{EH‘! Ir;fsn;[n"u'rnal'l hEhEE-'EIEI glmrs ¢

westemooastammetmopsatumowouo
cut communications batween the Gustav Line
and Rome.

This offensive was codenamed 'Oparation
Diadem’ and was to be launched in ate-spring
1944. Davies's tralning for Déadem began in
late Aprii, “They puied us out of the line and we
went 1o train with Canadian tanks. Thay then
brought us back up again because the weather
was Improving. The rain was stil coming and
It was very wet and boggy but it was getting a
bit warmmer, although the Rapido River was still
flooding. When we came back to C3ssino, we
were out towards the Lirl Valiey, we weren't In
the town anymore. We were ready to go in with
the Canadians when they broke through with
the tanks.”

Diadem
By May 1944, the Ales had suffered a

successive string of faliures at Monte Cassino.
The previous three batties had falied to

break the deadiock and tens of thousands of
men were dead, with thousands more being
wounded. They were fighting in condttions that
were eerlly similar to the Westem Front In Wwa,
with trenches, wet conditions, stalemate and
constant artilery bombardments.

The Allled leaders now came together and
drew up 3 new plan. For the first time during the
campalgn, they used their full resources and
not lust nart of thelr various armies. The bulk

Diadem was jaunched on the night of 1011
May, and French troops of the Fifth Army finaily
uniocked the Gustav Line, breaking through
some 20 kiiometres south of Cassino. The
Royal West Kents' task was to advance up the
Lir Valley near Cassino with Canadian tanks,
as Davies recalis, “We were going in behind the
Canaotans, mopping up and breaking through
the resistance. It was normal Infantry training
and fighting. The resistance we encountared
was the usual thing of machine guns and
Infantry fire. You lust had to keeo on coing.

ummemmmeomwayyoummc
been successiul was when you were passing
dead Germans.”

This time the offensive was successful, and

the monastery was Anally captured by Polish
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troops of 1| Cops on 18 May, who ralsed the
fiag of Poland among s ruins. For 5 country
that had been pcoupied &nd then butaly npped
apart bebween Nazl Gemany and the USSH
Ednce 1939, this Was 3 SYMDOEC Momer.

The Poles had also managed to Bk up with
Diavles's TEth Diviskon In the Lin Valley. Their
contribution to the Alied victory st Monte
Cassino became instantly famouws, but in puresy
military tems, Davies belleves there were othar
Impaortant factors in the Bnzl Alked victoey, In
My Cpirian, it wasn't the breaktrough with the
Polas running on the maonastery. instead, it was
8 hragkthmisgh by French Momcean Goumiers
and the American FIfth Army on the other sigs
of the valley. They went up where they dign't
think they could go. Howeser, thay started
taking positions and the Gammans ware then
giraid 0f being cut off. Ethink that INMluenced
thalr decision to pull out Znd that's why It was
esstar for the Poles to po from HIlE 533 and
Bcross. Why the commanders. didn't think of
going round 1o that valley before Instead of
taking the baston | Gom't know, but then again,
rm only @ Tommy soidisr.”

A wrongly forgotten legacy

After tha f8 of Monte Cassing, the Genmans
DEgan retreating to the Caesar Ling Detwaen
Rome and Angic and the Alles began thelr
advance on the capital city.

Thits colncided with @ breakout from the Anio
beachhesd and two days Eter this advance
Inie<l Lp With The main body of FIrth Amy. The
puzsh narth could continue, but for omdinary

£ soimers ke Cavies a rest was In order, “We

& weant up the Lir Valey for a while and got up a5

& tar a5 Frosinone along with the Canadians and

& then we wene pulled out. We were given a rest

3 and we didn't go back into the action untl the
liberation of Rome. The Amencans want in but

& Wewenemt gven the honour.”

Once Davies returnad to the front, the
bioodshad continued beyond the fallan capital,
*| carried on past Rome and | wes wounded

again on 19 June at Lake Trasimeno. That was
the third time | was wounded and because of it,
| was out for 2 long time In hospital. | rejoined
my division bt then left them In January 1045
Up near BOIDENa DEcauss | want Gown with
shell shock. Altogether, | was wounded three
timas In ttaly but only once gt Monte Cassing.”
Unfortunately for Davies and other soidars
fighting in the Hallan Campsign, this wes an il
D0 COMIMON OCCUmenca.

Muonte Cassino was one of the worst
OpEratons of the entine CIMpaign. In the Tour
batties It took to take the monastery, the Alies
had suffered shout 55,000 casimities, while the
Genmans had lighter losses of about 35,000
The suffering had aiso been severe It the
Anzio Landings, which happened at tha same
time, mearing the total Alled casugity rate
bietwiean the two operations endad up reaching
approximately 105,000.

T make matiers worss, the final captuore
of Monte Cassing ocourmed only 8 few weeks
before the O-Day Landings In Nommandy on 6
June, and men who were Sening In taly wens
given the untalr nickname of “D-Day Dodgers’.
Dawvies axpisins, “After the hattie we usad o
get 50 IIEta witte up In the press back home
about Italy that there was 3 song written callad

-8y DOOPars. Il Was SUpPposad I NEVE COme
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about because Lady Astor said something In the
Hmsemﬁ:mmmsa:urtmemnsaﬂrmln
Fialy wese nothing but *D-Day Dodgers” because
we “didn’t want to po’ to D-Day. But we were out
there DECIUSE WE Were St there. | dom't think
the story Is true and | suspect it wes probably
sant out by Ganmman propaganaa, but of course
the morale of the bays cut there was so low thay
were hound 0 belleve it~

Monte Cassing Is relatively Torgotten
compared to D-Day, but Davies has no doubt
of Its Importance, *IE's & battle that kas been
foqgotten without doubt. My personal thoughts
abaut Monte Cassino are that [t was 3 tembie
place. These was constant bombamiment, you
coukin't mowe and we were under observation
all the time. The casualbes ware high. We ware
sitting ducks, but we had to hang on to every
foathold that wa had, It was essentisl that we
humg on. It was definitely the worst battie In the
Mediteranaan In my oplnion.”

Davles's final thoughts pernaps speak for
many Allled soidlers of the iailan Campaign
whi fought to take the monastery and open
the mad to Rome, “When you look 3t It, | was
10 and woundesd three times befom | was
20. However, every other battie that | was In
I thought I'd sunvive, but | never thought I'd
SUNVIVE MONE Cassing.”
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With thanks to Tom Garner, Staff Writer, the History of War Magazine, an internally published
British magazine. History of War Magazines are available from WH Smith.

And very many thanks to Theo Davies
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In Memoriam

Mrs C Hall, widow of G Hall, Royal Artillery
Mr Robert Randall, London Irish Rifles
Mr Tom Smith, 5th Battalion, The Northamptonshire Regiment i‘

Robert Randall was a stalwart member
of the Society and will be sadly missed.
His personal record is included with this
newsletter.

Also enclosed Mr Ivor Cutler’s account of his time in Italy with The Northampton-
shire Regiment. Both accounts are on our website under the ‘Recollections’
section. We appreciate that not everyone has access to a computer so we also
print them.

Stanislaw CHRZANOWSKI service at Monte
Casino

Stanislaw CHRZANOWSKI (also known as Stasic |
CHRENOWSKI or KHRENOWSKI) was born in
Bransk (Poland) the Monday, 1st August 1921.
He is believed that he fought in the Battle of Bo-
logna in April 1944 and then at Monte Casino in
May 1944 after which he was decorated. In
January 1945, Stanislaw CHRZANOWSKI was
sent to Egypt for further training when he was a | - N ‘
member of the 14th Wielkopolski Armoured Bri- = =
gade (8th Lasznosci [Signals] Company; part of

the 2nd Corps of the Polish Army). He was near We are asked if anyone can identify this man and
Cairo on 10t April 1945. On the 2nd May 1945, if able'to identif.y anyone in the photograph above
Stanislaw CHRZANOWSKI was transferred to It- taken in Egypt in 1945

aly as part of the base 2nd Corps of the Polish If possible, please contact any of our committee on

army. He is believed to be listed in the orders of the next page. Thank you
the day on 26t May 1945 for the 14t Wielkopol-

skiej Brygady Pancernej [Armoured Brigade].

Does anyone remember this man or have any

further information about his service during the

Second World War?
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Contact us:

Michael Anslow, Standard Bearer
anslow9@hotmail.com

Doreen Belcher
dorbel36@live.co.uk

Judith Coote, Hon Secretary
jude@whlooe.eclipse.co.uk

White Horses, Meadway, East Looe, Cornwall. UK PL13 1JT
John Leach Tel. 01872 501 508
johnleachportloe@gmail.com

Stan Pearson, Treasurer
stanley.pearson@talktalk.net
Philip Soady, Web Manager
phil.soady@ntlworld.com

Paul Taylor Tel. 07856 873913
paul_taylorl7@yahoo.co.uk



