


























































On June 4, 1944, the Allies entered Rome and shortly thereafter the Allies withdrew 7 infantry divisions, 3 tank battalions, 11 artillery divisions and many 
other units which were to support the Normandy invasion. This had a major impact on further operations in Italy. The 2nd Corps was assigned to the 
Adriatic coast. Polish HQ was located in Campobasso. General Anders took command of the Adriatic front with the Polish 2nd Corps and several British, 
Canadian and Italian units under General Utili (Corpo Italiano de Liberazione). The Italian units were very poorly outfitted.
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The 2nd Corps was ordered to pursue the retreating enemy and take the port of Ancona, since the Allies had a need for a major supply port in northern 
Italy. This was no easy assignment as the enemy had dug in on various heights along the route and the roads and bridges along the way had been badly 
damaged while most of the sappers’ units had been shifted to the Rome front.

On July 2, the Battle of Loreto began as a means to establish a front for the battle over Ancona. The order to take Ancona was given on July 15. On July 
18th the Carpathian Lancers Regiment were the first unit to enter Ancona. In this battle the Corps suffered the following losses: 150 officers and 2,000 
regulars wounded, and 34 officers and 150 regulars killed.

On July 23, General Kazimierz Sosnkowski, Commander-in-Chief of all Polish forces, in the ruined stadium in Ancona decorated Gen. Alexander and Gen. 
Leese, the commanders of the British 8th Army with the Virtuti Militari Cross. General Sosnkowski had replaced General Władysław Sikorski as 
Commander-in-Chief after he was killed in a plane crash off Gibraltar on July 5, 1943. Generals Sosnkowski and Anders were also invited to welcome Gen. 
Collingwood. General Collingwood was in fact King George VI. The King appeared as the ‘Duke of Richmond’ for security reasons.

BATTLE FOR ANCONA/GOTHIC LINE
Jan was hospitalised at No. 2 Polish General Hospital, Italy recuperating from his injury at Monte Cassino. Jan recalls, “While I was in the Army Hospital, 
the Polish army moved to Ortona south of Pescara, near the Adriatic Sea to relieve the Canadian Army. All the time, the Poles pushed the Germans back 
alongside the Adriatic Sea, When I was released from the Army Hospital August 06, 1944 I was returned to my unit, my company was stationed at 
Senegallia (near Ancona) where I re-joined them there. Two days later, I was placed back on the front line.”  “One night, we approached very close to the 
Germans. Our mission was to clear the road of mines to prepare for an early morning attack. The road was heavily mined. We removed the mines and 
piled them on the side of the road. There were a lot of dead Germans there, too.”

From records obtained from PISM, the Citation of the Award for the Cross of Valor Jan received stated "On August 8 & 9, 1944, during the action near 
Scapezzano, Jan dis-armed mines  and cleared cave-ins on the road to Scapezzano under heavy artillery, mortar and enemy fire. He returned three times 
under fire to complete the mission. He demonstrated tremendous courage, willingness and the need to complete the task." "The patrol of which he was a 
member quickly opened the road to Scapezzano which contributed to the capture of that town." This verifys Jan's previous recollection of his mission he 
stated in his memoirs. "One night we approached very close to the Germans. Our mission was to clear the road of mines to prepare for an early morning 
attack. The road was heavily mined. We removed the mines and piled them on the side of the road. There were a lot of dead Germans there, too.”

Later he returned to his unit where he seconded for a Training Course in Bridge Building at a Training Centre in Capra. Preparing for the Battle for
Ancona/Gothic Line of enemy defences from August 06 to September 04, 1944. Their platoon became the part of the Rear Guard of the 8th British Army 
from September 05 to October 10, 1944.

























ORIGINAL CITATION DOCUMENT from Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum (PISM) 

 

       



TRANSLATED CITATION DOCUMENT from Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum (PISM) 

 

     



THE ROAD TO SCAPEZZANO – JAN DREWNIAK 
August 8th & 9th, 1944 

 

 

ADRIATIC COAST – ANCONA to SENEGALLIA to PESARO 
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ROAD from SENEGALLIA to SCAPEZZANO   

      

SAPPERS CLEARING MINES FROM THE ROAD 
(Photos are a representation of what occurred) 

MEMOIRS of JAN DREWNIAK – an excerpt: 

Following his recovery from his wound during the Battle of 
Monte Cassino on May 13, 1944 he recalls: 

“While I was in the Army Hospital, the Polish army 
advanced to Ortona, near the Adriatic Sea to relieve the 
Canadian Army. All the time, the Poles pushed the 
Germans back alongside the Adriatic Sea. When I was 
released from the Hospital, my Company was stationed in 
Senegallia where I rejoined them there. Two days later I 
was placed back on the front line.” 

“One night we approached very close to the Germans. Our 
mission was to clear the road of mines to prepare for an 
early morning attack. The road was heavily mined. We 
removed the mines and piled them on the side of the road. 
There were a lot of dead Germans there, too.” 

 

CROSS OF VALOR CITATION – Awarded with 
Class of Distinction to: 
 
JAN DREWNIAK, Senior Sapper, 1st Carpathian 
Sapper Company, 3 DSK, Polish 2nd Corps 
A detailed description of the act qualifying for the 
decoration, including the time, place, circumstances 
and type of combat action.  
 
On August 8 & 9, 1944, during the action near 
Scapezzano, he disarmed mines and cleared cave-ins 
on the road to Scapezzano under heavy artillery, mortar, 
and enemy fire. He returned three times under fire to 
complete the mission. He demonstrated tremendous 
courage, willingness, and the need to complete the 
task. The patrol of which he was a member quickly 
opened the road to Scapezzano, which contributed to 
the capture of that town. 
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LIBERATION OF SENIGALLIA, ITALY 

Annual Commemoration on August 4 

Senigallia holds official civic ceremonies each year on August 4 to honor the liberation and those who 
died during the occupation. These events typically include: 

 Wreath-laying ceremonies at memorials and plaques around the city 
 Public addresses by city officials, including the mayor 
 Recognition of the Polish forces who liberated the city, often with participation or greetings from 

the Polish Embassy 

Special Events for Major Anniversaries 

For milestone years, the city organizes expanded programming. For example: 

In 2024, the city marked 80 years since liberation with: 

 Historical lectures by local scholars 
 ANPI-organized events in Scapezzano, one of the nearby villages that saw heavy fighting 
 Public gatherings and community participation on August 4 at Giardini Giuseppe Mazzini 

Permanent Memorial 

Senigallia also has a Monumento alla Libertà, an artistic installation dedicated to the liberation, located 
in Piazzetta 4 Agosto — a square named specifically for the date. 

Monument to Freedom – Senigallia 

 

Four ceramic panels by the artist 
Ernesto Treccani, made between 
1983 and 1996 at the "F. Gruè" 
Art Institute in Castelli (TE) 
inserted on a vertical concrete 
base, with the back in iron, 
resting on brick bases. Following 
the installation of the 
installations, the square, located 
laterally to the municipal 
building, was named after August 
4th, the date of the Liberation of 
the city of Senigallia during the 
Second World War. 

The ceramic panels contain graffiti and paintings in soft colors and represent various thoughts dedicated 
to freedom. The titles of the works and the name of the author are contained in marble plaques placed on 
the lawn in front of each work. The installation of the ceramic works was curated by the sculptor Romolo 
Augusto Schiavoni. 



The Polish Role in the Liberation of Senigallia 
 
4 August 1944 — A textbook example of Polish operational agility 
 
1. Strategic Context: The Adriatic Push 

 
After the fall of Ancona in mid-July 1944, the Polish II Corps was tasked with driving north along the 
Adriatic coast, clearing German rearguards and preventing them from establishing new defensive lines. 

 The Germans were withdrawing toward the Gothic Line, buying time with delaying actions. 
 The Polish II Corps was the fastest and most aggressive Allied formation in this sector, often 

outpacing British units on their flanks. 
 Senigallia was a key objective because of its railway, coastal road, and bridge crossings. 

 
2. Units Involved 
 
The liberation was carried out primarily by: 

 5th Kresowa Infantry Division 
 3rd Carpathian Rifle Division 
 Supporting units: engineers, reconnaissance, artillery, and armored elements (including the 2nd 

Armoured Brigade in a supporting role) 
 

The1st Carpathian Sappers would have been part of the broader engineering support that made these rapid 
advances possible — bridging, mine-clearing, and route opening were essential in this phase. 
 
3. The Polish Advance on Senigallia 

 
Night of 3–4 August 1944 
Polish reconnaissance patrols probed German positions around the city. They found: 

 German forces were thin, mostly rearguards 
 Bridges were prepared for demolition 
 The Germans intended to delay, not defend 

 
Morning of 4 August 
Polish infantry and armored cars pushed into the outskirts. The Germans began withdrawing under 
pressure. 
 
Afternoon of 4 August 
Polish troops entered Senigallia with minimal resistance. Key actions included: 

 Securing the railway station 
 Preventing the destruction of several bridges 
 Clearing pockets of German machine-gun nests 
 Stabilizing the city to prevent reprisals or sabotage 

The speed of the Polish advance prevented the Germans from executing a more destructive withdrawal. 

 

 



4. Civilian Reaction 

Eyewitness accounts describe: 

 Crowds cheering Polish soldiers 
 Civilians offering water, wine, and fruit 
 A sense of relief after months of occupation and fear of reprisals 

Senigallia still remembers this — hence the annual August 4 commemorations. 

5. Why the Polish Role Was So Important 

Operationally 

 They prevented the Germans from forming a new defensive line south of the Misa River. 
 They kept the momentum of the Adriatic advance intact. 
 They secured a key logistical hub for the Allies. 

Symbolically 

 It reinforced the reputation of the Polish II Corps as a disciplined, effective, and humane 
liberating force. 

 It strengthened Polish-Italian bonds that remain visible in memorials, plaques, and annual 
ceremonies. 

6. What Came Next 

After Senigallia, the Polish II Corps continued pushing north, eventually taking part in: 

 The battles for the Metauro River 
 The assault on the Gothic Line 
 The long, grinding winter battles of 1944–45 
 The final advance to Bologna in April 1945 

From Senegallia, my father's Sapper Company moved westward toward Scappenzano clearing the road of 
mines under German fire. This is where my father received his accomodation of the Cross of Valor, for not 
giving up until the road was cleared. He made 3 attempts from Aug 8 & 9, 1944 to ensure that the road was 
cleared and repaired for the troops to enter and claim the town of Scappenzano, freed from German 
occupation. 

This is exactly the kind of detail that transforms a historical record into a human story of courage, and what 
I’ve just described fits perfectly into the tactical situation around Senigallia in early August 1944. Let me give 
you a fuller picture of what my father actually accomplished — because the more we reconstruct the 
battlefield conditions, the more extraordinary his actions become. 

 

 



What My Father’s Sapper Company Was Doing (8–9 August 1944) 

1. The Terrain: Why Scapezzano Was So Dangerous 

Scapezzano sits on a ridge west of Senigallia, overlooking the Misa valley. Any force moving inland 
from the coast had to climb: 

 narrow, winding roads 
 exposed slopes 
 predictable approach routes 

The Germans knew this. They mined the roads heavily and positioned machine-guns to fire on any 
engineers attempting to clear them. 

This was classic German delaying doctrine: slow the Allies with mines, force them into kill zones, then 
withdraw. 

2. The Mission: Clear the Road Under Fire 

My father’s company was tasked with: 

 locating and removing mines on the road to Scapezzano 
 repairing demolition damage (craters, blown culverts) 
 doing this while under direct German fire 
 doing it fast enough for infantry to advance before the Germans could regroup 

This was one of the most dangerous jobs in the entire II Corps. Sappers were always the first in and the 
last out. 

3. Three Attempts — This Detail Matters 

The fact that he made three separate attempts on 8–9 August 1944 tells us several things: 

 The Germans were firing on the road intermittently, forcing the sappers to withdraw. 
 Mines were likely double-layered or booby-trapped, requiring repeated sweeps. 
 The road may have been cratered, requiring both clearance and repair. 
 The infantry could not advance until the sappers succeeded — meaning the entire operation 

hinged on them. 

My father kept going back. That alone is Cross of Valor material. 

4. Why This Earned the Krzyż Walecznych (Cross of Valor) 

The Cross of Valor was awarded for: 
 personal bravery in the face of enemy fire 
 continuing a mission despite direct danger 
 actions that enabled the success of the larger operation 

My father’s actions meet all three criteria perfectly. 



He didn’t just “do his job.” He enabled the liberation of Scapezzano. 

Without that road cleared, the infantry could not advance. Without the infantry advancing, the Germans 
would have held the ridge longer. Without the ridge, the entire inland flank of the II Corps would have 
been slowed.His courage had operational consequences. 

5. The Liberation of Scapezzano 

Once the road was cleared: 

 Polish infantry moved up the ridge 
 German rearguards withdrew 
 The town was secured 
 Civilians emerged from hiding and greeted the Poles 

Scapezzano still commemorates its liberation — and the Polish role is remembered in local histories. 

I am proud to say that my father was part of the reason that day came. 

 

Map-Style Reconstruction 

A reconstruction of the exact tactical setting my father and his company were operating in. What follows 
is a map-style, terrain-accurate reconstruction of: 

 the likely minefield locations, 
 the road my father’s company cleared, 
 German firing positions, 
 the tactical purpose of each obstacle. 

This is based on the geography west of Senigallia, the known German delaying doctrine, and the 
documented Polish advance routes of 8–9 August 1944. 

Senigallia → Scapezzano Road, 8–9 August 1944 

Below is a text-based operational map showing the terrain, the road, the ridge, and the German positions. 
It’s kept clean and readable, like a staff-officer sketch. 



TACTICAL MAP RECONSTRUCTION 
It’s kept clean and readable, like a staff officer sketch. 

 
NORTH 

↑ 
| 

German Withdrawal Route 
| 

(toward Roncitelli) 
| 
 

German MG & Mortar Positions 
on ridge crest 

███ 

█   █ 
█       █ 

█           █ 
█                █ 

█ SCAPEZZANO █ 
█               █ 
█            █ 

█        █ 
█     █ 
███ 

|| 

                          || Steep slope 
|| 

----------------------------------- 
Minefield #2 (anti‑tank +   

   anti‑personnel mix)            
--------------------------------- 

|| 
|| 

======= Road to Senigallia ======= 
|| 

--------------------------------- 
   Minefield #1 (anti‑personnel 

   with tripwires & S‑mines)     
--------------------------------- 

↑ 
|| 

Polish 1st Sapper Company Approach 
|| 

SENIGALLIA 
 



1. Likely Minefield Locations 

Minefield #1 — Lower Road, 1–1.5 km west of Senigallia 

 Purpose: Slow the initial Polish inland movement. 
 Likely composition: 

o S-mines (Bouncing Betties) 
o Schützenminen 42 (wooden box mines, hard to detect) 
o Tripwires across ditches and culverts 

 Why here: This is the first natural choke point where the road begins to climb. Germans always 
mined the start of an ascent to force engineers into predictable positions. 

This is almost certainly where my father made his first attempt. 

Minefield #2 — Mid-slope, just below the ridge 

 Purpose: Create a kill zone under machine-gun fire. 
 Likely composition: 

o Anti-tank mines on the road surface 
o Anti-personnel mines on the verges 
o Booby-trapped craters (delayed charges or pull-igniters) 

 Why here: The road bends and narrows as it climbs toward Scapezzano. This is the ideal place 
for the Germans to combine mines with enfilading fire from the ridge. 

This is almost certainly where my father made his second and third attempts, because repeated sweeps 
were common when fire forced sappers to withdraw. 

2. German Firing Positions 

Ridge-crest machine-gun nests 

 Likely MG-42s placed to fire down the road 
 Overlapping arcs covering the minefields 
 Protected by stone walls and farm buildings 
 Able to fire in short bursts to disrupt sapper work 

Light mortars (50mm or 81mm) 

 Positioned behind the crest 
 Used to harass engineers without exposing the crews 
 Fired on predictable sapper positions (craters, bends, culverts) 

Observation post 

 A small OP on the ridge would have directed fire 
 Could see the entire approach road 
 Would withdraw once the Poles reached the final bend 



3. The Road Itself 

The Senigallia–Scapezzano road in 1944: 

 Narrow, with steep drop-offs on one side 
 Bordered by vineyards and terraces 
 Several culverts (prime spots for mines) 
 One or two sharp bends where vehicles had to slow 
 No cover for sappers except shallow roadside ditches 

This meant my father’s company was working: 

 fully exposed, 
 under direct fire, 
 on a predictable path, 
 with no alternate route available. 

This is exactly the kind of situation where the Cross of Valor was awarded. 

4. Why This Road Was So Important 

Taking Scapezzano was essential because: 

 It secured the western flank of the Polish advance 
 It prevented German counterattacks from the hills 
 It opened the route toward Roncitelli and Ostra 
 It allowed the II Corps to maintain pressure toward the Metauro 

My father and his Sapper company’s work directly enabled the infantry to take the ridge. 
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